
 

Call for abstracts 

Disruption in healthcare and medical ethics: are we there yet? 
 

The ERC-funded project DIME, led by Prof Heidi Mertes (Ghent University), is glad to announce its closing 

conference: Disruption in healthcare and medical ethics: are we there yet? 

Medical ethics has traditionally evolved alongside conventional medicine, but recent so-called “disruptive” 

innovations in healthcare, such as AI-driven diagnostics, digital twins and personalized genomics, raise pressing 

questions about whether existing ethical frameworks are still adequate. These innovations are often framed as 

promises of improving access to high-quality care while safeguarding patients against new risks. However, risks 

associated with those innovations extend beyond clinical outcomes to potential violations of deeply rooted 

concepts in medical ethics such as respect for patient autonomy, duty of care, privacy, solidarity, and justice. And 

what are we to think of the increasing emphasis on empowerment, trust and responsibility?  

Over the past five years, the DIME project addressed these challenges with the objectives to (i) locate the most 

prominent ethical disruptions, (ii) provide arguments for and against adaptations to our medical ethics toolbox 

and (iii) critically analyse the shifting moral responsibilities in healthcare as a consequence of disruptive 

innovations. 

The aim of this conference is to bring together researchers addressing issues related to the objectives of DIME 

in bioethics, medical ethics, and the philosophy of technology. In addition to contributions from current DIME 

members, the discussion will be enriched by our keynote speaker: Jeroen Hopster (Utrecht University), a leading 

expert on topics central to the conference theme.  

We invite researchers to submit abstracts of up to 300 words on subjects relevant to the conference. 

Submissions from underrepresented groups are particularly encouraged. Proposed presentations should be 

suitable for a 20-minute talk. Please send abstracts by email to: Michiel De Proost (Michiel.DeProost@ugent.be). 

Conference attendance is free of charge. 

 

Important Dates: 

• Conference: 9 April 2026 (in-person at Ghent University) 

• Deadline for submission: 30 January 2026 

• Notification of acceptance:  9 February 2026 

 

This project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) 

under the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 

(grant agreement No. 919841 – DIME).  
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